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ADVERTISEMENT 
By the EDITOR. 


HE following performance, printed 


at Edinburgh, was tranſmitted to me 
here by an Engliſhman, a friend of mine, 
in office in that city, and I thought it a 


piece of juſtice 'we owed to our national 
character, to ſhew the Scotch, that though 
we have liſtened perhaps too much to what 
has been thrown out againſt them, we 


are equally ready to hear whatever may 
be faid againſt ourſelves, With this view 


1 give it to the public, without pre- 


ſuming to anticipate their judgment upon 
it, and flatter myſelf it will not be unac- 


ceptable. 
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that the Scotch, never famed for 
lunge nor flow to anger, ſhould 
of late have borne tamely and unanſwered, 
the greateſt torrent of impertinent abuſe 
that ever malice and ſtupidity poured out 
againſt ſuperior merit; but to thoſe who o 
conſider how flattering it is to become the 6 
object of envy, the wonder will ceaſe, 
and they will agree, that the ſilent con- 
et 2 tempt 


(46. 
tempt with which we receive all this ſcur- 
rility, is alſo its propereſt anſwer——Let 
then our ſouthern brethren rail at us for 
the lead we take in war and in commerce, 


in the arts and in the ſciences; their jea- 
louſy, is the ſtrongeſt and moſt fingere ac- 


kao ledgement of our ſuperiority, and 


juſtifies, in ſome degree, that conſcious 
pride which" leads us to draw compariſons 
between them and ourſelves, perhaps too 


much. to. their diſadvantage. The Engliſh 


in general are unqueſtionably leſs inſtructed 


than the Scotch, and their principles more 
debauched, yet there are many among 

them who, by their learning and virtue, | 

are worthy of our higheſt eſteem and imi- 
tation; and even among their nobility, there | 

are ſome poſſeſſed of an elevation of, foul, 
and delicacy of ſentiment, that would do 
honour to our moſt illuſtrious Scotch fami- 
lies, who trace their origin beyond the name 
of the Engliſh nation itſelf, Let us then 


allow. them in particular what, we deny 
md £06: 7 | them 


tien | * 


„ 
em in general, and acknowledge the ſu- 
Per ior merit of an Engliſhman wherever it 


exiſts, while they, by cavilling at every pri- 
vate character from north of Tweed, only 
ſerve to fix more indiſputably the reputa- 
tion of the whole. There is, however, 
one general ſuperiority, of which they are 
fully ſenſible, and which no Scotehman is 
hardy enough to deny. In all humility 1 
confeſs” their riches; but if I may be al- 
lowed, like the fox in the fable, to find 
fault with the grapes I cannot reach, I will 
aſſert that the richeſt part of their nation 
is the moſt contemptible, and that their 
ſuperiority in this, is the true cauſe of their 
inferiority in every thing elſe. Whenever 
in a nation riches are ſought after, as the 
ſummum bonum, when they ſupply: the place 
of birth and education, virtue and taſte, 


corrupted, their manners will degene- 


the morals of that people will ſoon be i 


rate, and they will juſtly acquire the dify 


tidguiſhing appellation of . Les Sauvages 
Hiss | | 4 Europe. F 


TY 


1 | 
We. Eurape. How far this is already the 
_ caſe in England, I leave every man to judge 
' -from-his-own- obſervation. © This is, how- 
| ever, certain; that riches, even with us 
where they are ſo rare, do not beſtow the 
ſame importance as with them where they 
are ſo common. Here an illiterate ſtock- 
jobber, who can juſt ſet his mark to his 
| quarter's diſcharge, would hardly - be | as 
much revered as a maſter of à college, 
nor a cheeſe· monger who can buy a borough, 
as much reſpected as a peer of the realm. 
But to leave declaiming againſt their vices, 
let us endeavour to trace the proper effects 
of riches in their taſte and manners. We 
all know with what ſplendour the Italian 
ſtates ſhone while enriched by trade, 
when princes were their merchants,” and 
thei? merchants princes. Venice and Flo- 
rence then became the admiration of the 
univerſe for the wiſdom of their policy, 
he grandeur of their public works, and 
the elegance of their private luxury. In 


= 


(9) 
ments in London, that has now for more 
than a century been eſteemed the richeſt 
city in Europe. In private life we find 
taſteleſs riot and indelicate gluttony miſtaken 
for luxury, and inſtead of ; wiſdom and or- 
der in their police, we find the moſt abſurd 
and ine ffectual regulations, filth; danger and 
inconveniency in every ſtreet, the peace of 
the city truſted with an old feeble and un- 
diſciplined watch, and the ſafety of the 
public roads with thief-takers and villains. 
The public buildings ſpeak for themſelves. 
They haye been long noted for poorneſs of 
deſign and clumſineſs of execution, and if 
any thing of taſte appears among them of 
late, we may boldly aſcribe it to a foreigner, 
or to a Scotchman, The works of a Gibbs 
diſtinguiſh themſelves, and we all know to 
whom the Londoners owe the elegant de- 
fign' of & work now carrying on, which 
they, however, have diſgraced with an in- 
n i "Offs * the meaneſt 85 
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(eboohmaſter iti the meaneſt pariſh in Scot- 
Blackfriatt- bridge hall laſt, it will be a mo- 
noment ef Seeteh achitecture, and ef 
Englich lan. And here by the way it 18 


pleaſant enough to obſerve, that the fame = 


people who chatge poverty on the Scotch 
as their greateſt .<rime, and tail at the 
miniſtry for beſtowinꝑ a trifling ſum towards 
building = bridge that reſts only one abut- 
ment in Scotland; have ndt been aſnmed 
to 1 the . ann 
| — of — e 
men pooreſt peaſant in gc. 
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dane of chat opulent metropalis, in imi, 
tation of Edinburgh, and of bringing mag» 
Erels and ſprats a halſpenny a pound cheaper 
to.the tables af che wealthy Londogets. 
I ſuch be the effects of wealth on e 
we hava no rtaſon to envy them ſo dange. 
rous a ſuperiority; and Jet even this ſuperi⸗ 
ority they owe to accident, and not to any 
exirhgrdinaty-merit which! thoy may arrogate 
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ufactures, me- 
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( 12 ) 
a ſettled adminiſtration, we were wad 
by dhe turbulence ef five ſucceſſive min- 
rities; ànd at laſt our monarchs, leaving 
their ancient and natural kingdom, and go- 
verning it by Engliſh councils, our inteteſts 
were totally neglected, and we became the 
ſtarved ſtep- children, while they were the 


pampered favourites. 
7as n ion dee gain 07 5v70 yards V0 
At the union, dne for England 


were eaſily perceived, our's were more re- 
mote. Its firſt and moſt immediate effect, 
was to load us with taxes we never knew 
before, to pay the intereſt of debts. we never 
contracted. It was then we firſt kneyy the 
bleſſings of an Engliſh exciſe, and the firſt 
doutk Britons we ſaw among us were cal- 
lectors, tide- waiters, gau gers, and informers 

famples no ways calculated to give ps 4 hi bien 
idé 6f the ſtock, We at this time alſp bs 
- nounced, in favour of our new brethren, the 

hepeficial cradle we earried/00 with Holland | 
and. France, from N in return for o our 


com. 
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commodities, . we were: in uſe to ſupply. our- 
{elves with the manufactures. we wanted. 
much cheaper than we could from them; 
and we agreed to drink Port in preference to | 
claret, becauſe the Engliſh, carried on a lu- 
crative trade with Portugal, in which, even 
to this day, we have not come in for the 
ſmalleſt ſhare. To what a height our con- 
ſumption of Engliſh commodities has en- 
and in what light of importance they view 
this branch of trade, is beſt ſhewn' by the 
| keennefs with which they | ſolicit it, their 
riders ſwarming to the moſt remote corners 
e Scotland. in queſt of cuſtom. On the 
other hand it muſt be confeſſed, that the 
Engliſh take off many of our commodities, 
and that in ſeveral branches we have ex- 
tended our commerce in, conſequenee- of 
the union; but it is evident that all our ac- 
_ guiſitions.in trade tend to the advantage of 
"ws de 29, a ſeparate . ſtate, . 
= becauſe | 


Ailheries,: mas ufuctutes, and foreign com. 


( 14 ) 
becauſe tbe more conſiderable our gains are) 


the mote are we enabled to conſume” of their 
manufactures; and in fact we find this conu 

ſumption to encreaſs daily; even beyend 
the inereaſo In our ability to pay r Se that 


nearly: the whole: produce of our mines 


mores iv obliged to bo remitted to London 


des anfiver” ihe belspee againſt de. And 4 


add fill to the advantages of our neighbours} 
dur nobility and landed 'gentry ſpend at eaſt 
one third of the reptsiof all Scotland ai 
them! Thus white weſcomed to becom 
à province to England, we att in act bes 
come its - molt] valuable cglony, and the 
Buglih owe a::confiderable pam df ther 


riches to the dern people uhoſe e e 
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ber vy i hiſtory of their own FA „ 

And if any Engliſhman will giye himſetf \ 
the trouble to read what none of his coun- 
try was ever yet found capable to Write, Re 
will there ſee that the Scotch knew to de- 
fend their liberties, . as well from the uſur- 
pations , of their own Princes, as from. the 
attaths of foreign powers. How well we 
did the laſt, the Engliſh, annals bear vitnels, 
when for A courſe of almoſt five centuries, 

_ we withſtood the efforts of à too powerful 
neighbour. Even when the ambitious and 
ungenerous Longſhanks, taking advantage 
of our civil diſſentions had reduced us to the 

| aſt extremity, all at once the ſpirit of the 

nation rouſed itſelf, parties united, the tyrant 

was driven out of the kingdom, and his ſon 

ſent home in A filbing boat, Which ought to 

be preſerved in. | Weſtminſter-abbey, ald 

with. the regal chair which the father ſtole 

from Schone, as a monument of the . end, 
as well as the. beginning, of all his ami 
tious projects. The : Engliſh ought all to 

| 1 ö 
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remember, that at a time when their mili- 
tary fame was, at. the. higheſt, under their 
gallant Edwards and Henrys, it was the 
Scotch who gaye the firſt check to their vic- 
torious arms abroad. It was a Buchan an 

a Douglas that firſt taught the trembling 


French to face the terrible Engliſh bowmen, 


and Scotch valour then reſcued the liberty of 
France, as it had formerly maintained that of 
Scotland, againſt the unbounded ambition 
of the Plantagenets. — With what indigna- 
tion would not theſe Plantagenets, whoſe 
arms ſhook both France and Scotland, look 
down upon their degenerate poſterity, who 
lately, when a militia was eſtabliſhed in 
England, to revive the national ſpirit of de- 
fence that was almoſt extinct, denied to us 


what they thought neceſſary for themſelves. 
Thirty thouſand Engliſhmen with "arms in 


their hands, were then not aſhamed: to ex- 
preſs « a groundleſs and puſillanimous appre- 


j henfion of danger from fix thouſand Scotch, 
being p ut on the ſame footing Sentiments 
07 303977 Y 
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{( a7 }) 
wortliy only of a people who, in 1745, 
had trembled with black fear at the approach 
of three thouſand half-armed Scotch raga- 
muffins, to a city of a million of inhabitants; 
or who, in 1756, had ſtretched out theic 
weak and defenceleſs hands, imploring the 
Dutch, the Hanoverians, and the puiſſant 
prince of Heſſe, to fave them from a flat- 
ee invaſion. 75 | 


| That we 55 *. defend our 1 rg at 
a bs will alſo appear by the whole tenor 
of our hiſtory, and in particular, the famous 

letter of the Scotch barons to the pope in 
1320, is an authentic teſtimony of the prin- 
ciples-of our anceſtors. They there boldly 
affect their independency on Rome, and their 
right of chuſing a king for themſelves; and 
this too at a time when their neighbours in 
England were groaning under both civil and 
eccleſiaſtical tyranny. In later times, the re- 
formation furniſhes us with a very remark- 
able RY; in the fpicit of the two nations. 
C 5 What 3 
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What was brought about in Scotland, and 
forced on the crown, by a free and enquir- 
ing people, was in England impoſed on 
the abject people by the arbitrary will of 
a luſtful and capricious tyrant. If, to- enjoy 
Anna Bullen, Henry muſt have turned 
Turk, the Engliſh nation would undoubt- 
edly have been muſſelmen at this. day. Soon 
after this period, when our pedantic James, 
bred up under the controul of a bold and 
free nobility. at home, ſucceeded ' to the 
throne of the Tudors, and came to govern 
a people accuſtomed to the yoke, he was de- 
ceived by their fawning ſpeeches, and began 
to exerciſe a power, nothing new to them 
but what he had not abilities to ſupport. Te 
was on that occaſion the honeſt Scot; who . 
beheld with indignation their falſe and ſla- 
vich profeſſions,” broke out and ſwore by his 
. EE | theſe ringing  frils wonld Jpoil 42 
gude bag In the reign of his ſon, the 
virtucus but deluded Charles, when he, 
55 . 2 by Engliftr * arbitrary couneik; 
N wanted 


3. 
wanted, to extend his prerogative, the Seatch. 
were the firſt to oppoſe him. They did not 
then waſte their time in idle parliamentary 
debate, but ruſhed into the field; and our 
firſt nobility were the foremoſt in the glori- 
aus cauſe. Even the gallant Montroſe, that 
martyr to loyalty, when put in W 
preferred the duty he owed his country, to 
the love he bore” to his king. It is well 


known, "the efforts made by Scotland at 
that time not only faved itſelf, but even 


England, from the tyranny of a Scotch fe. 
mily, under which the united kingdoms 


might * have groaned a at this s day. AY 


11 is * photic to . notice inf” any 
more of their inſignificant charges againſt 
us, prompted-by malice, and ſupported by 
3gnorance. I hope they do not proceed from 
the, bell part of the Engliſh nation, whom 
1 love, honour, and eſteem; and as for the 
deſpicable herd who catch the cry from the 
Grub-ftreet-hounds of ſedition, ſet on by 
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the rage of a diſappointed. faction, or pers 
haps by the ſecret intrigues of a foreign ene 
my, they render themſelves compleat objects 
of our contempt, by an impolitick hatred of 
brethren, with whom it is their intereſt cor- 
dially to unite, and by a mean jealouſy of a 
people, to whom they are every way ſupe- 
rior, except in courage and capacity. It is 
plain the alarm was firſt rung upon the ap- 
proach of a Scotchman to the helm of af- 


fairs, and it would ſeem, his country is the 


only crime they can lay to his charge. But 
let not us adopt the narrow ſpirit of the 
Engliſh: Let my. Lord Bute be judged by 
his actions, and not by the place of his na- 
tivity, We had borne, for fifty years before 
his promotion, our ſhare of all the diſgrace 
abroad, and oppreſſion at home, that were 
brought on the Britiſh nation, by roguiſh « or 
blundering Engliſh miniſters, without, ever 
making their country anſwerable for their 
crimes. Even, when the ſpirited Mr. Pitt re- 


Rtored the reputation. of our arms and coun | 


ils, 


OY 
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1 8 | 
lle, no Scotchman ever with=held his (hire: 
of applauſe, becauſe that miniſter was born 
ſouth of Tweed ; nor afterwards was Eng- 
land charged with his faults, when he en- 
gaged us too deeply in continental affairs, 
contrary to the tenor of all his former pro- 
feſſions. Let then my lord Bute be regarded 
as a Briton, and as ſuch be intitled to no par- 
l — of our "love 4 8 1 91 


It is 3 chat this abba and cath | 
tick diſtinction of country / ſhould take 
place with the ungenerous Engliſh, at the very 
time when it was almoft loſt with us; when 
we were become fond of them, imitating 
them even to their faults, united with them 
in the ſame profperous cauſe, ſhedding our 
blood and acquiring glory out of all propor- 
tion to the taxes we pay ; that this ſhould be 
the very time they ſhould chuſe to quarrel 
with us, to bely us, groſsly to revile us, and 
to deny us any ſhare in the adminiſtration | 
of affairs Thar they quartet with us and 

revile 
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rovile us is of no conſequence; but dur pre- 


tenſions to employments we hall never give 


up, and we truſt to our capacity for ſucceſt; 


and vrhenever they begin to think them 


ſelves unequally yoked, let them propoſe a 


ſepatation. In the mean time, by imitating 
their induſtry, let us endeavour, by degrees, to 


leflen the only ſuperiority over us they could 
ever pretepd to, while we till preſetve all; 
we ever poſſeſſed over them. While they, 
by narrow - minded and impdlitick combida- 


tions againſt: Scotch pedlars and mechanics, 


are doing a real injury to themſelves, let us 
profit by their. folly, and receive our country 
men, back with open arms, and. ſtill. more, 


let. us encourage their eh en 


to come and ſettle among us. 


088 5 0 100 Hels nid bas bookd 
That twin Engliſh maxim of employing 
men in public affairs, not according to their 
abilities, but in propor tion to the {axes they 
pay, or in other words, in prbportion, to 
their money, deſerves no ſerious anſwer: 
8 4 1 8 806 They, „ 


Sr 


„ 1 2, 

They, I own, would have the fame advan- 
tage over us by this rule, that we ſhould have 
over them by the other. But I wonder the 
following objections never occurred, that my 
lord Bute, even at that rate, might pretend 
to'a great ſhare of the adminiſtration of af- 
fairs, while the ſtate would be centainly de- 
prived of the patriotick virtues of Mr. 
Wilkes, who is as poor as if he were a 
North Briton indeed, and on whom his 


friend Churchill's Prophecy of Famine is 
likely to be fulfilled. hs 
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